
April 23, 2020 

Dear Minister Elliott & Minister Fullerton,

Over the last couple of weeks, we have seen how our seniors living in long-term care have been hardest hit by the 
COVID-19 virus. Tragically, residents of long-term care homes make up more than half of the COVID-19 related 
deaths in Ontario. 

Like you and your government, the Ontario Liberal caucus is committed to doing whatever it takes to protect our 
loved ones, especially our seniors and other vulnerable populations. There are critical staff shortages happening 
across the province. 

In too many cases, employers are not providing adequate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to workers – some 
workers are choosing to stay at home rather than endanger their lives and the lives of their family.

There is currently a suit brought forward by the Ontario Nurses Association for precisely this reason. Why is it that 
Ontario’s nurses have been forced to go to court to gain access to PPE?

While the updated community spread modelling is encouraging, the virus’s spread in long-term care homes and 
similar congregate settings is rising at an alarming rate. I know this is concerning to all of us. 

To protect our frontline workers, stabilize our current workforce and limit the spread of COVID-19, our caucus is 
calling on the immediate implementation of these additional measures: 

• Similar to British Columbia, limit temp agency workers from operating in multiple facilities to one home. 
• Stabilize the workforce by increasing frontline healthcare workers in these settings pay by a minimum of $4/
hour 
• Ensure adequate PPE for all frontline healthcare workers including those working in home care – home care 
workers by necessity are going into multiple homes per day, and many are reporting they do not have proper access 
to PPE. This could quickly evolve into a dire situation if not addressed.

More must be done immediately to help our loved ones, the most vulnerable and the staff working on the frontline. 
It can’t be done fast enough.

Sincerely,

John Fraser
MPP, Ottawa South 


