
The Honourable Lisa MacLeod
Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism & Culture Industries
438 University Avenue
6th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 1N3

August 31, 2020

Dear Minister MacLeod, 

I’m writing to you about a matter concerning the accessibility of amateur sport in Ontario, something I know you support and 
feel passionately about. This concern was brought to my attention by a constituent in the amateur rugby community in our 
City of Ottawa. 

As you know, COVID-19 has impacted the viability of many amateur sport and non-profit clubs across this province. Despite 
the increased financial burden, many amateur sports organizations are fighting to continue providing sports programming to 
their membership, especially now that the province has moved into phase 3 of re-opening. 

However, the COVID-19 pandemic has created an insurance liability concern for many players, staff, coaches, parents and 
volunteers, which in many cases, is preventing a return to sport in Ontario. 

Currently, there is no provincial legislation that protects sports organizations for providing programming in accordance with 
the government of Ontario’s Emergency Orders and public health guidelines from legal liability related to COVID-19. 

British Columbia was in a similar situation, allowing for the re-start of amateur sport several weeks before Ontario, created an 
Emergency Order protecting amateur sport organizations, their employees and volunteers from liability. Please review the 
government’s news release for reference: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020TAC0026-001038 

I am asking you as Minister of Heritage, Tourism, and Culture to follow British Columbia’s lead and champion the creation of 
a similar Emergency Order in Ontario, clearly defining the responsibilities and acceptable practices of individuals and 
organizations to protect those involved in sport during these unprecedented times. 

If these measures aren’t taken, concerns over liability and/or increased fees will prevent many players, families and volunteers 
from participating. The viability of many amateur sports leagues and organizations across Ontario will be in jeopardy.

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

John Fraser,
MPP, Ottawa South 




